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A newsletter for the grand valley
state university community
Published by News & Information Services

Health care changing area’s economic landscape
The economic landscape of West Michigan
is changing dramatically as the region
emerges from the recent recession, with
health care and education expanding
sectors for employment. One major issue for
community leaders is that growth in these
sectors must be strategically managed.

indicates that the health care
sector results in a total of 59,942
jobs in Kent County. The overall
economic impact for Kent County
is estimated to be $3.8 billion.

Those are among the findings from a report
prepared by Grand Valley and the nonprofit
organization Alliance for Health. The results
were released during an event at the DeVos
Center on January 8. The report can be viewed
online at www.gvsu.edu/healthcheck.

• Regional educational programs
are graduating students at a rate
that will meet projected job
demand in most occupations.

The report was written by Seidman College of
Business faculty members Hari Singh and Paul
Isely. It offers an ongoing trend analysis of three
major issues: knowledge foundations, health
care trends, and economic analysis focusing on
Kent, Ottawa, Muskegon, and Allegan counties.
Singh and Isely note that the expanding
health care sector has a major impact on the
region. A 2008 economic impact analysis
estimated by the Michigan Hospital Association

Some of the report’s findings include:

• There has been a sharp increase
in medical patent activity in the
region since 2005, which is an
indicator of knowledge creation.
The major new players are
companies such as INRAD and
Van Andel Research Institute.
• There is set to be a dramatic
increase in the 45-64 age
group — a group associated with
higher use of medical services.
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Paul Isely, associate professor of economics, addresses the audience
at an area health care forecast, held January 8 in the DeVos Center.
Economics Professor Hari Singh, who co-authored the report with
Isely, is in the background.

• In West Michigan, there is a drop in
the 18-34 age group, which is not seen as
continues on page 3

Across Campus
Attorney named to
affirmative action role

ential treatment based on criteria like race or
gender. At the time, he served on the chamber’s
executive council as vice chair of advocacy.

Grand Rapids attorney Dwight K. Hamilton
was named the new assistant vice president for
Affirmative Action at Grand Valley.

Hamilton earned a law degree from Wayne
State University in 1995 and a bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice from Michigan State
University in 1991.

Hamilton began his new job on January 7. The
announcement was made by Jeanne Arnold,
vice president for Inclusion and Equity.
Hamilton established his own law firm in 2008
after working for two Grand Rapids firms:
Miller Johnson; and Smith, Haughey, Rice and
Roegge. He also served as corporate counsel
for Steelcase Inc. from 1998-2002. While at
Steelcase, Hamilton was instrumental in filing
a corporate brief in 2006 in the U.S. Supreme
Court on behalf of many Fortune 500 companies in support of the University of Michigan’s
admissions policies.
Arnold said Hamilton’s expertise in affirmative action issues will “significantly enhance

GVSU offers
content on iTunes
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Dwight Hamilton, new assistant vice president for
Affirmative Action, talks with a student.

our work in this area. We are very fortunate to
have found someone of his caliber to join our
Inclusion and Equity team.”
Hamilton also assisted the Grand Rapids
Area Chamber of Commerce in its opposition
of Proposal 2, the 2006 state constitutional
amendment that banned public institutions
from discriminating against or giving prefer-

For the past 14 months, a dedicated group of
100 users have been loading content into Grand
Valley’s iTunes University page. Because of
those efforts, GVSU’s presence in iTunes has
been opened to the general public.
That status is an important milestone, said
Academic Systems Supervisor Jayne Dissette,
who has facilitated the program.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
“It’s great to have tools that help us deliver course content to our students
not only on their computers, but also on mobile devices. By subscribing to
their course podcasts, students can keep up on new content very easily,”
Dissette said.
“Delivering course content to students through iTunes University adds
to their learning in a medium which can help them engage in the material. The subscription feature helps them get updates from their faculty as
material is added.”
With public status, much of Grand Valley’s iTunes content will have a
much wider reach. Apple requires a certain amount of active content in a
university’s account before allowing it to go public.
The site features podcasts, lectures and other audio and video content
from departments across campus. The site was launched in October 2008
with a core group of 25 innovators providing content through a group
dubbed “SuperUsers.” That group quickly grew to around 100 users who
spent 2009 sharing ideas and resources to increase the use, Dissette said.

Grand Valley seeking additional
charter applications
Legislation reforming Michigan’s education system will allow for the
authorization of additional charter schools by Grand Valley.
The new law is aimed at existing, high-performing operators but the process is open to any applicants interested in operating a charter authorized
through Grand Valley. “We are very excited about the opportunities within the new state legislation,” said Tim Wood, director of Grand Valley’s
Charter Schools Office. “The new laws increase the number of charter
schools in Michigan, which will provide additional educational choices
for parents and students.”
Interested applicants can find the “Phase I” application on Grand Valley’s
Charter School Web site at www.gvsucso.org. Grand Valley’s Charter
Schools Office will review the applications based on a promising vision,
sound instructional plan, a quality educational program, and a sound busi-
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ness plan evidencing the ability to offer excellent programs. Applicants
should be prepared to meet high standards both at the application level
and throughout the term of the contract.
Grand Valley currently authorizes 30 charter schools and three urban
high schools.

Campus remembers retired professor
Professor Emeritus Dick
Lefebvre died January 1 in
Arizona after battling cancer.
Lefebvre helped start the geology
program at Grand Valley when
he started working at the university in 1964. He retired in 1998.
“Dick was central in forming
a strong geology program at
Grand Valley,” said Steve Mattox,
associate professor and chair of
Professor Emeritus Dick Lefebvre died
January 1 in Arizona.
the geology department. “His
warmth and mentoring were
greatly appreciated and will be missed.”
No formal ceremony is planned.

Keeler receives honorary degree
During Grand Valley commencement ceremonies December 12, Mary Ann
Keeler, a longtime supporter of public art in Grand Rapids, received an
honorary doctor of arts degree.
Keeler’s advocacy for West Michigan’s cultural legacy dates back to 1952,
when she began serving on the board for the Grand Rapids Symphony and
initiated and coordinated the Grand Rapids Symphony Choir in 1962.
In 1969, Nancy Mulnix obtained a federal grant to bring the Alexander
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Chitra Gopalakrishnan
assistant professor, art and
design
Originally from India, Chitra
Gopalakrishnan joined Grand Valley’s
Art and Design department this year
to teach courses in interactive design
and traditional graphic design.
Gopalakrishnan calls herself a multi-tasking
designer. Along with teaching here, she
freelances for a design firm in New Delhi,
and oversees the Web design for a nonprofit
organization that she and her mother
began, called Kara Weaves, in Kerala. Kara
Weaves is an online store that supports
the weaving communities in India.
Gopalakrishnan spent her primary
school years in India and in 1998 she
attended ESAG Penninghen in Paris,
where she received bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in graphic design.
In 2004, she moved back to India where she
worked for a design firm in New Delhi. She
said her experiences there were very rewarding

because the
graphic design
industry is still
new in India
and she was able
to work with
well-known
clients and
experiment with
different ideas.

Chitra Gopalakrishnan

Gopalakrishnan
continued her education at the Cranbrook
Academy of Art in Bloomfield Hills. “I
found out about the teaching position
here at Grand Valley when I was at
Cranbrook,” Gopalakrishnan said. “An
alumni approached me about it and it
sounded like a great opportunity.
“I am very appreciative of the guidance I
have received here. It’s nice to have mentors
who offer advice and support,” she said.
Gopalakrishnan said that she really
enjoys the city of Grand Rapids and likes
spending time with friends and cooking.
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What’s Ahead
MLK Day begins with
community breakfasts
New to Grand Valley’s celebration of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day this year will be two
complimentary breakfasts for students,
faculty and staff members.
The breakfasts will begin at 8:45 a.m. Monday,
January 18, in both the Grand River Room in
the Kirkhof Center, and Loosemore Auditorium
in the DeVos Center. A short program of
reflections of King will begin at 9:15 a.m. in the
Kirkhof Center. The program will be Webcast
and shown to the DeVos Center audience. It
will also be accessible online at www.gvsu.edu.
At 1:45 p.m., a silent march will begin at
Zumberge Library. At 2:15 p.m., Randal Pinkett,
author and CEO of BCT Partners in New
Jersey, will give the keynote address at 2:15 p.m.
in the Fieldhouse. His speech will be followed
by a performance from Voices of GVSU.

Student leadership
events planned
The Office of Student Life and the
Omicron Delta Kappa National Leadership
Honor Society have numerous events
scheduled for Campus Leadership
Week, which runs January 18-22.
Campus Leadership Week will begin
by celebrating the leadership legacy
of Martin Luther King Jr. today.
On Wednesday, January 20, more than 800
student leaders will be celebrated at the “I
Am Grand Valley” Leadership Reception.
Faculty and staff members are welcome
to attend, refreshments will be provided.
The reception is from 4:30-6:30 p.m. in the
Thornapple Room of Kirkhof Center.

For detailed information about all the events,
visit the Campus Leadership Week Web
site at www.gvsu.edu/iamgv or contact
Lora Stevens at iamgv@gvsu.edu.

Fundraising event
for Haiti set
The Padnos International Center is hosting
a fundraising event to help the victims of the
earthquake in Haiti. Faculty members and
students, will talk about the current situation
in Haiti and relief efforts taking place.
The event will be on Tuesday, January 19,
from 5-6 p.m. in rooms 2215/2216 of the
Kirkhof Center. Panelists include Peter
Wampler, assistant professor of Geology; Lisa
Sisson, assistant professor of Hospitality and
Tourism Management; and Doug Porritt,
executive director of Rays of Hope for Haiti.
Donations will go to Rays of Hope
for Haiti of Grand Rapids.

Fitness expo scheduled
The sixth annual Fitness and Wellness
Expo will be held on Wednesday,
January 20, from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center’s Grand River Room.
Resources and local services geared toward
healthy lifestyles will be available, including
cooking demonstrations by Meijer, massages,
prizes and more. The expo is free, visit
www.gvsu.edu/rec for more information.

Hope professor to
speak on challenges
facing millennials
Patricia Roehling, professor and chair of

psychology at Hope
College, will speak
at Grand Valley on
“Balancing Work and
Family: A Challenge
for the Millennial
Generation.”
Her discussion is
set for Wednesday,
January 20, from
2:30–4:30 p.m. in
Patricia Roehling
the Cook-DeWitt
Center. Following
the lecture will be a student-led
discussion. Roehling’s presentation is
sponsored by Work Life Connections
and several academic departments.
Roehling has been conducting research
since 1997 in the area of work and family,
a subject she became interested in when
she was director of research at the Cornell
Employment and Family Careers Institute.
Roehling’s other areas of research include
weight discrimination, acculturation, and
the well-being among Hispanic youth.
In 2004, Roehling co-wrote a book with
Phyllis Moen, The Career Mystique:
Cracks in the American Dream.

Many activities planned
for Sibs ’n Kids Weekend
Sibs ’n Kids Weekend, an annual event when
students invite their siblings to campus, will
be held Friday and Saturday, January 22-23.
Students can register at www.gvsu.edu/
sibsnkids. Cost is $20 for the first sibling
and $15 for others. The fee allows siblings
to attend events, and gain admittance to the
Recreation Center and pool. For a complete
list of events, visit www.gvsu.edu/sibsnkids.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
Calder stabile, “La Grande Vitesse,” to Grand
Rapids. Keeler said the involvement of her
husband, Miner S. Keeler II, in that campaign
sparked her interest in lobbying for contemporary art in public places. She went on to take an
important role in numerous arts and cultural
projects. Keeler helped lead development of
Grand Rapids’ final convention center, DeVos
Place in Grand Rapids, which includes DeVos
Performance Hall.
Keeler has served on the Grand Rapids City
Cultural committee for four mayors; and was
appointed by Governor William Milliken to the
commission on Art in State Buildings. President
George H.W. Bush appointed Keeler to the
President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts.

She currently serves as an honorary member of
the Grand Rapids Art Museum and is a member
of the Sculpture Committee of the Lena and
Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park.
Mary Ann and Miner have received numerous
honors together, including the Arts Council
of Greater Grand Rapids Art Award, the
Enrichment Award from Grand Valley State
University, the Governor’s Civic Leader Art
Award, and the Emeritus Award from Aquinas
College. In 1993, Mary Ann received the Grand
Rapids Symphony’s Bravo Award.
The Keelers are major Grand Valley benefactors; they gave a leadership gift as the first
commitment to the university’s proposed Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Provost Gayle R. Davis is pictured with Mary Ann
Keeler during commencement ceremonies in
December. Keeler received an honorary degree.

Faculty members present health care trends for region
continued from page 1
dramatically at the national level. This trend
may indicate that young graduates are leaving
Michigan — and that the low risk proportion
of the population may shrink over time.
• Trends of particular concern in the region
are heavy drinking and obesity and a rising
incidence of low birth weight babies.

• The cancer rate is higher in West
Michigan than it is in Detroit or the
nation as a whole — and it is rising,
while it is on the decline elsewhere.
• Three main drivers of increased hospital
stays — low birth weight babies, rising obesity
rates, leading chronic diseases such as diabetes
and hypertension, and heavy binge drinking
— are on the rise in West Michigan. Trying

to slow and perhaps reduce these risk factors
can significantly reduce health care costs.
• The Grand Rapids Metropolitan Statistical
Area has lost 31,900 jobs in manufacturing in
the last nine years. On the other hand, it has
gained 3,600 jobs in education and 13,900 jobs
in the health sectors. Consequently, 55 percent
of the job loss in manufacturing has been
recouped by education and health sectors.
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Through March 19
Gallery Hours: Enduring Traditions:
History and Meaning in Southwest
Pueblo Indian Pottery. Art Gallery, PAC.

4 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center Conference,
“Queer Eye for the Straight Bible
Reader,” by Miguel De La Toore. Grand
River Room, KC. Call x12530 for more
information.
5 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts
fundraising event for Haiti earthquake
victims. 2215/2216 KC. Call x13898 for
more information.

Wed., Jan. 20
Jan. 18-22
7 a.m.-noon: Know Your Numbers Clinical
Assessments. To schedule an appointment visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness. KC, DEV, HOL, CHS, LMC.

Mon., Jan. 18
8:45 a.m.: MLK Community Breakfasts. KC
and DEV. Webcast of program begins at
9:15 a.m., visit www.gvsu.edu.
1:45 p.m.: MLK Silent March starting at
Zumberge Library. For more information, call x12177.
2:15 p.m.: MLK Keynote Speaker Randal
Pinkett, FH.

Tues., Jan. 19
10 a.m.: Padnos International Center hosts
Study Abroad Fair. HRY. Call x13898 for
more information.

10 a.m.: Counseling and Career
Development Center Seminar,
“Preparing for Graduate School.” 204
STU. Call x13266 for more information.
11 a.m.: Health and Wellness hosts Fitness
and Wellness Expo. Grand River Room,
KC. Call x12215 for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for
more information.
2:30 p.m.: Work Life Connections hosts
“Balancing Work and Family,” by
Patricia Roehling. CDC. Call x18011 for
more information.
4:30 p.m.: Student Life hosts “I Am Grand
Valley” Leadership Reception. 0058 KC.
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series. Primary Colors
Trio. Sherman Van Solkema Recital
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

Thurs., Jan. 21
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.
11:30 a.m.: Work Life Connections hosts
Alzheimer’s Support Group. 2242 KC.
Call x18011 for more information.
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting.
1104 KC. Call x12748 for more information.
Noon: Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts
Diversity Brown Bag Series. Showing of
film, “King: Montgomery to Memphis.”
1240 KC. Call x12177 for more information.
2 p.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy
Webinar. “The Foundation Review 2.”
Visit www.gvsu.edu/jcp/ to register.

Mon., Jan. 25
6 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts GVSU
Hunger Banquet 2010. 2250 KC. Call
x12748 for more information.

Sports
Fri., Jan. 22
4 p.m.: Track and Field hosts the GVSU
Bob Eubanks Open.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

Society of Biblical Literature in New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Roger Moiles, affiliate faculty in political science, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids
Press for a story about Congressman Pete
Hoekstra’s fundraising letter. Moiles was
also interviewed by WPRR for a story about
President Obama’s response to terrorism.

Michael Wolfe, associate professor of psychology, gave a presentation, “Beliefs and
Comprehension: Importance of the Reason
for Holding Beliefs,” at the meeting of the
Psychonomic Society in Boston.

Political science faculty members Roger Moiles
and Erika King appeared on WOOD-TV’s “To
The Point” for its year-in-review program.
Douglas Van Der Aa, visiting assistant professor of accounting, was interviewed by WOODTV for a story about tax issues that arise during
bank foreclosures.

Sketches
Jeremiah Cataldo, visiting assistant professor of history, gave presentations, “Specters of
Theocracy” and “When the Politics of Society
and the Visions of Utopia Meet the Structures
of Society,” at the Annual Meeting of the

Simone Jonaitis, executive director of
Continuing Education, and Dee Ann Sherwood
Bosworth, director of Intercultural Training,
presented a workshop, “Grand Rapids, AIM
and Education: A Look Back on the Closing of
Bimaadiziwin High School,” at the Great Lakes
History Conference.
Matthew Daley, assistant professor of history,
wrote an article, “In the Wake of Disaster: The
Lake Carriers’ Association, Welfare Capitalism
and the Black Friday Storm of 1916,” published
in the Nautical Research Journal.
Kingshuk Majumdar, assistant professor of
physics, was selected as a Kavli Institute for

Theoretical Physics Scholar for 2010-2012.
Bopi Biddanda, associate professor at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a
keynote address, “Groundwater-fueled
Ecosystems in the Great Lakes,” at the
American Geophysical Union’s Fall Meeting in
San Francisco, California.
Michael P. Lombardo and Patrick A.Thorpe,
professors of biology, co-wrote an article,
“Captivity Affects Sperm Production, Testes
Size, and Beak Color in House Sparrows,” published in International Studies of Sparrows.
Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit administration, was named to the
Editor’s Council of the Journal of Public Affairs
Education.
William Crawley, associate dean of the
College of Community and Public Service,
wrote a book, Self-Reporting and the Diagnostic
Screening of Substance Abusing Prisoners, published by LFB Scholarly Publishing LLC.

